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order to receive the title-deeds of Allardeen. Pray
what would you have done about that matter, as my
visit to you cannot be for a long time ?

I had a very unhappy time in Ayrshire. My house
at Auchinleck seemed deserted and melancholy; and
it brought upon my mind, with increased force, the re-
collection of my having lost my dear and valuable wife.
My London spirits were soon exhausted; I sank into
languor and gloom ; I felt myself very unfit to trans-
act business with my tenants, or indeed with anybody.
To escape from what I felt at Auchinleck, I visited a
good deal, but alas! I could not escape from myself:
in short you may see that I was exceedingly ill. I
hoped to be relieved when I got to London ; but my
depression of spirits has continued; and still, though
I go into jovial scenes, I feel no pleasure in existence,
except the mere gratification of the senses. Oh, my
friend, this is sad!

I have imagined that I was quite unable to write a
letter. I was glad to find that there was warmth
enough remaining about my heart to animate me to
answer, in two posts, an anxious letter which I re-
ceived from your son, on his return from Newfound-
land. Poor fellow ! I sincerely feel for his situation,
of which (as I mentioned to him) I have a stronger
impression since passing a day and a night on board of
Captain Macbride's ship, in the grand fleet, last sum-
mer. I have assured your son that I shall not fail to
remind Mr. Dundas of his kind promise. What more
can be done ?

My spirits have been still more sunk by seeing Sir
Joshua Reynolds almost as low as myself. He has, for
more than two months past, had a pain in his blind
eye, the effect of which has been to occasion a weak-
ness in the other, and he broods over the dismal appre-